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motor-boat which, with his son, he was navigating on a speed trial at Monaco in April, 1914.
This inventor in 1881 made his first motor, a vertical gas-engine. In the following year he designed an explosion motor, and in 1888 brought out a four-cylinder engine which embodied the main points of the motor-car engine. Through lack of means, however, he was unable to carry his work to a profitable conclusion : others enjoyed the fruits of his labours, and, indeed, it was not until 1911 that his work was recognized and he was awarded the Cross of the Legion of Honour.
It is interesting now to recall some of the prophecies of scientific men relating to flying. Benjamin Franklin is said to have commented on the first balloon ascents ever made with the remark, " Of what use is a new-born babe ? "
In 1896 Lord Kelvin declared in a letter that he had no faith in aerial navigation other than ballooning, and he declined to become a member of the Aeronautical Society.
Lord Rayleigh, on November 29, 1908, in his address to the Royal Society, said :
" I cannot abstain from including in the achievements of the year the remarkable successes in mechanical flight attained by the brothers Wright, although the interest is rather social and practical than purely scientific.
" For many years, in fact ever since I became acquainted with the work of Penaud and Wenham, I have leaned to the opinion that flight was possible as a feat. This question is now settled, and the tendency may perhaps be to jump too quickly to the conclusion that what can be done as a feat will soon be possible for the purposes of daily life.
" But there is a very large gap to be bridged over ; and the argument urged by Professor Newcomb and based on the principle of dynamical similarity, that the